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PURPOSE:

To consider adoption of a new ordmance to regulate the body craft (tattoos and piercing) industry in
DeKalb County: Amendment of Chapter 13, Code of DeKalb County, GA by adding Sections $3-300 -

13-325 article (XI). Under state law, approval by the county governing authority is required in addition to
the approval granted by the Board of Health on March 24, 2005. }

NEED/IMPACT:

The DeKalb County Board of Health has proposed minimum standards and regulations for the body craft
industry and has advised the governing authority that these regulations include reasonable standards that
will ameliorate the substandard sanitary conditions in this industry and serve to safeguard the public

- health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of DeKalb County and the individuals who utilize body

craft studios.

A public hearing was held at the Board of Health on November 16, 2004 on the proposed ordinance. A
committee was formed to develop the ordinance comprised of members of the body craft industry, the
DeKalb County Law Department and the Board of Health. Approval of the new ordinance as a rule and

regulation was passed by the Board of Health on March 24, 2005. The Law Départment has extensively
reviewed the proposed ordinance.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

. To adopt a new ordinance to regulate the body craft industry in DeKalb County (Amend Chapter 13, Codé

of DeKalb County, GA by adding Sections 13-300 — 13-325 article XI).
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AN ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF DEKALB
COUNTY, GEORGIA, CHAPTER 13 PERTAINING TO THE
REGULATION OF BODY CRAFT STUDIOS AND TATTOO
‘PROCEDURES IN DEKALB COUNTY AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES

WHEREAS, the Governing Authority of DeKalb County is tasked with the protection

- of the County’s public health, safety, and general welfare; and

" WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 31-40-1, et seq., authorizes the DeKalb County Board of

Health to promulgate fegulations that prescribe reasonable health and safety standards for the

operation of body craft studios and body craft procedures; and

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 31-40-9 provides county governing authorities with the
specific authority to enact ordinances re'gulating tattoos that are more stringent than state law

or state regulations; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Authority of DeKalb- County finds that there are a
significant number of body cr/aft studios operating within DeKalb County, Geofgia_; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Authority of DeKalb County finds that the unregulated
operation of body craft studios and body craft procedures constitutes a health risk to the
general public, and poses a significant <risk of the transfer of communicable diseases,
infections, pathogens and other harmful agents to and among the general public and workers in

the body craft industry; and

WHEREAS, the governing authority finds that substandard and poor sanitary
conditions exist in the body craft industry in DeKalb County, and these unsanitary conditions
pose a significant risk to the health, safety and welfare of the general public and workers in the

body craft industry; and
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WHEREAS, the DeKalb County Board of Health has proposed minimum: standards
' aﬁdregulations for the body craft indﬁstry and has advised the governing authority that these
. regulations include reasonable standards that will ameliorate the substandard sanitary
conditions in this industry and serve to safeguard the public health, safety and general welfare

of the citizens of DeKalb County and the individuals who utilizé body craft studios; and

WHEREAS, the DeKalb County Board of Health advises that this ordinance also has

been adopted as rules and regulations of the board of health; and

WHEREAS, the .deeming Authority of DeKalb County finds that these regulations
- will require those operating body craft studios in the County to maintain minimum safety
standards and procedures that comply with all applicable requirements of this ordinance, thus

reducing the health risks associated with body crafting.

- NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Authority of DeKalb
- County, Georgia, and it is hereby ordained by the authority of the same, that Chapter 13, Code
~of DeKalb County, Georgia is hereby amended by adding reserved Sections and a new Article

| -XI, to the Code as follows: | |

PART I. ENACTMENT

By amending Chapter 13 to add the following new Sectiohs 13-283 through 13-299 to
read as follows:

Secs. 13-283 — 13-299. Reserved.

By amending Chapter ]3 to add the followmg new Sections 13-300 through 13-325 to read as

Sollows:

ARTICLE XI. BODY CRAFT AND TATOO REGULATIONS

Sec. 13-300. Definitions.

For the purposes of this article, ‘certain terms and words are defined.
Where words have not been defined, but are defined in Section 1-2, those words
shall have the meaning as defined therein. The following words, terms, and
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phrases, when used in this article shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this
section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

"Antiseptic agent” means any solution used to retard the growth of bacteria approved
for application to human skin and includes all products labeled accordingly as
approved by the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA).

“Biohazard” means any infecﬁous agent(s) or parts thereof presenting a real or
‘potential risk to the physical health or well-being of human or other species,

directly or indirectly, through infection or indirectly through disruption of the
env1ronment

“Body crafting” means the practice of physical body alteration by permitted
establishments and by licensed operators using, but not limited to, the following
techniques: body piercing, tattooing, and cosmetic tattooing. Body crafting does
not include practices that are considered medical procedures by the Georgia State
Medical Board, which shall not be performed in a body craft studio. Body

crafting does not include the painting of the skin with tempura or temporary, non-
indelible inks, paints or dyes.

“Body cmft studio” means any bulldmg or structure Where body craft is
performed.

“Body crafter” means any person who performs body crafting.

“Body Piercing” means puncturing or penetration of the skin or mucosa of a

person with any sharp instrument and/or the insertion of jewelry or other
adornment thereto in the opening.

“Cosmetic Tattooing” means to mark or color the skin by pricking in, piercing, or
implanting indelible pigments or dyes under the skin or mucosa. Cosmetic
Tattooing shall include, but not be limited to, permanent cosmetics, micro-
pigmentation, permanent color technology, and micro-pigment implantation.

“County” means DeKalb County, Georgia and includes the DeKalb County
Board of Health and its duly authorized representatives or employees.

“Currently Licensed Health Care Professional” means those professionals
licensed by the State of Georgia to perform health care services and includes,
but is not limited to, licensed physicians, registered nurses (RN), licensed
practical nurses (LPN), and licensed emergency medical technicians.

“Department” means the Department of Human Resources of the State of
Georgia.

“Director” means the director of the DeKalb County Board of Health or the
director’s designee.
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‘Di‘sinfection means a process that ehmmates many or all, pathogenic
microorganisms, with the exception of bacterial spores from inanimate objects.
‘High-level disinfection can be expected to destroy all microorganisms, with the
exception of high numbers of bacterial spores. Intermediate-level disinfection
.mactwates Mycobacterlum tuberculos1s vegetatlve bacteria, most viruses, and
; most, bactena some viruses, arid some

‘ Contml in Health-care Facilities:
are Infection C’ontrol Practices

mzttee (H ‘AC), U. S Depé t of Health and Human Services
ot Disease Control and Preventlon (C DC)(2003). :

“Easily Cleanable” means composed of readily accessible, non-absorbent
material and of such constitution, finish, and fabrication that. residue may be
completely removed by non-mechamcal low ifriction methods.

“EPA” means the United States Environmental; Protection Agency.

“Hand Hygiene” means hand washing, antiseptic hand wash, antiseptic hand rub,
or surgical hand antisepsis. Guideline for Hand Hygiene in Health-care Settings:
Recommendations of the Healthcare Infection Control Practices Advisory
Committee and the HICPAC/SHEA/APIC/IDSA Hand Hygiene Task Force.

Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR); October 25, 2002; 51 (RR16);
1-44.

“Instrument” means any hand piece, needle, needle bar, sharp, device, or other

object that is used or may come into contact with a client or may be exposed to
bodily fluids during body crafting.

“Owner” means the pérson partnership, corporation, association or any other
form of business organization that owns, maintains or controls a body craft studlo
and who is respons1ble for the operation of the studio.

“Permz't means the written authorization granted by the County to the owner to
operate a body craft studio.

“Plan of Correction” means a written document that describes the owrier’s plan to
correct deficiencies in meeting the requirements of this article.

“Procedure Room” means the actual room within a body craft studio where the .
body crafter performs body crafting.

“Sanitary” means free of visible debris, residue, or contamination, and with
reduced microbial contaminants.

E3






