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To consider adoption of a new ordinance to regulate the body craft (tattoos and piercing) industry in 
DeKalb County: kmendment of Chapter 13, Code of DeKalb County, GA by adding Sections 53-300 - 
13-325 article (XI). Under state law, approval by the county governing authority is required in addition to 
the approval granted by the Board of Health on March 24,2005. 

NEEDMACT: 

The DeKalb County Board of Health has proposed minimum standards and regulations for the body craft 
industry and has advised the governing authority that these regulations include reasonable standards that 
wql ameliorate the substandard sanitary conditions in this industry and serve to safeguard the public 
health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of DeKalb County and the individuals who utilize body 
craft studios. 

A public hearing was held at the Board of Health on November 16,2004 on the proposed ordinance. A 
committee was formed to develop the ordinance comprised of members of the body craft industry, the 
DeKalb County Law Department and the Board of Health. Approval of the new ordinance as a rule and 
regulation was passed by the Board of Health on March 24,2005. The Law Department has extensively 
reviewed the proposed ordinance. 

RECOMMENDATION(S): 

To adopt a new ordinance to regulate the body craft industry in DeKalb County (Amend Chapter 13, Code 
of DeKalb County, GA by adding Sections 13-300 - 13-325 article XI). 
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AN ORDINANCE 
E3 

INANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF DEKALB 

WHEREAS, the Governing Authority of DeKalb County is tasked with the protection 

of the County’s public health, safety, and general welfare; and 

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. 0 31-40-1, et seq., authorizes the DeKalb County Board of 

Health to promulgate regulations that prescribe reasonable health and safety standards for the 

operation of body craft studios and body craft procedures; and 

I 

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. 5 3 1-40-9 provides county governing authorities with the 

specific authority to enact ordinances regulating tattoos that are more stringent than state law 

or state reghations; and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Authority of DeKalb County finds that there are a 

significant number of body craft studios operating within DeKalb County, Georgia; and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Authority of DeKalb County finds that the unregulated 

operation of body craft studios and body craft procedures constitutes a health risk to the 

general public, and poses a significant risk of the transfer of communicable diseases, 

infections, pathogens and other harmful agents to and among the general public and workers in 

the body craft industry; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authority finds that substandard and poor sanitary 

conditions exist in the body craft industry in DeKalb County, and these unsanitary conditions 

pose a significant risk to the health, safety and welfare of the general public and workers in the 

body craft industry; and 
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EREAS, the DeKalb County Board of Health h 

ns for the body crafi industry and has advised 

lations include reasonable standards that will ameliorate the substandard sanitary 

I e I 

WHEREAS, the DeKalb County Board of Health advises that this ordinance also has 

been adopted as rules and regulations of the board of health, and 

I 
I WHEREAS, the Governing Authority of DeKalb County finds that these regulations 
I 

will require those operating body craft studios in the County to maintain minimum safety 
I 
I standards and procedures that comply with all applicable requirements of this ordinance, thus 

reducing the health risks associated with body crafting. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Authority of DeKalb 

County, Georgia, and it is hereby ordained by the authority of the same, that Chapter 13, Code 

of DeKalb County, Georgia is hereby amended by adding reserved Sections and a new Article 

I, to the Code as follows: 

PART I. ENACTMENT 

By amending Chapter 13 to add the following new Sections 13-283 through 13-299 to 
read as follows: 

Secs. 13-283 - 13-299. Resewed. 

By amending Chapter 13 to add the following new Sections 13-300 through 13-325 to read as 
follows: 

ARTICLE XI. BODY CRAFT AND TATOO REGULATIONS 

Sec. 13-300. Definitions. 

For the purposes of this article, certain terms and words are defined. 
Where words have not been defined, but are defined in Section 1-2, those words 
shall have the meaning as defined therein. The following words, terms, and 
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“Body crafting” means the practice of physical body alteration by permitted 
establishments and by licensed operators using, but not limited to, the following 
techniques: body piercing, tattooing, and cosmetic tattooing. Body crafiing does 
not include practices that are considered medical procedures by the Georgia State 
Medical Board, which shall not be performed in a body craft studio. Body 
crafting does not include the painting of the skin with tempura or temporary, non- 
indelible inks, paints or dyes. 

“Body craft studio” means any building or structure where body craft is 
performed. 

“Body crafter” means any person who performs body crafting. 

“Body Piercing” means puncturing or penetration of the skin or mucosa of a 
person with any sharp instrument and/or the insertion of jewelry or other 
adornment thereto in the opening. 

“Cosmetic Tattooing” means to mark or color the skin by pricking in, piercing, or 
implanting indelible pigments or dyes under the skin or mucosa. Cosmetic 
Tattooing shall include, but not be limited to, permanent cosmetics, micro- 
pigmentation, permanent color technology, and micro-pigment implantation. 

“County” means DeKalb County, Georgia and includes the DeKalb County 
Board of Health and its duly authorized representatives or employees. 

“Currently Licensed Health Care Professional” means those professionals 
licensed by the State of Georgia to perform health care services and includes, 
but is not limited to, licensed physicians, registered nurses (RN), licensed 
practical nurses (LPN), and licensed emergency medical technicians. 

“Department” means the Department of Human Resources of the State of 
Georgia. 

’’Director” means the director of the DeKalb County Board of Health or the 
director’s designee. 
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ssible, non-absorbent 
that residue may be 

“Hand Hygiene” means hand washing, antiseptic hand wash, antiseptic hand rub, 
or surgical hand antisepsis. Guideline for Hand Hygiene in Health-care Settings: 
Recommendations Infection Control Practices Advisory 
Committee and the PIC/IDSA Hand Hygiene Task Force. 
Morbidity and Mortality Weeklv Report (MMWR); October 25,2002; 51 (RR16); 
1-44. 

“Instrument” means any hand piece, needle, needle bar, sharp, device, or other 
object that is used or may come into contact with a client or may be exposed to 
bodily fluids during body crafting. 

“Owner” means the person, partnership, corporation, association or any other 
form of business organization that owns, maintains or controls a body craft studio 
and who is responsible for the operation of the studio. 

“Permit” means the written authorization granted by the County to the owner to 
operate a body craft studio. 

“Plan of Correction” means a written document that describes the owner’s plan to 
correct deficiencies in meeting the requirements of this article. 

“Procedure Room ” means the actual room within a body craft studio where the 
body crafter performs body crafting. 

“Sanitary” means free of visible debris, residue, or contamination, and with 
reduced microbial contaminants. 
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